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To the Reader. 
Pad 


Twas not to merit praiſe, nor to caſt a reproach, 

Ji theſe Sermons were pnbliſhed,zor for the Prin- 

ters profit; ſince the beſt of Books are nſed but ! 

- | Ihe Beads, which as ſoon as the Prayers are done, are 1 

| dropt down, or like Vows. never. minded, when they 
be made. 


. 7 
— —— — Na en has eat Lt 


But the Author who was ohio in divine aires, has 
ſang to his Auditors an Epithalaminum of Love, and 
having ended (with this Sermon) his ſervice, with ' 

| a4 weeping Epilogne, he bids thee farwel.. 


Some may condemn it, becanſe tis Presbytery, but 
#thers will honour it, becauſe tis Divinity. Mr. Lye \ 
did preach it, yet theres no lye in it, but truthin | 
triumph rides with virtne and unarmed innocente. 
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OO OTillth he Reader, 


And though this tapont is extinguiſhed, and foot his 
head into the feeble air, his holy converſation, has 
{pecions''a glory, it will the brighter ſine, whes his 
PL chico OUS”; WA 
pcs" lights burn dim... ng OO ON | 
- Thus Reader, things of the greateſt profit are offer- 
' &Aat alitle price I will hold thee no longer; if I may 
| havethe good will of ſome, which 1 ever deſired, 1 
will hear the envy of others that I never deſerved. 
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Mr Lyes Sermon. 1 

: Augnſt 15 * Anh,” Dom. 1662; | : 
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Phil 45 Is | 

rherefis my Brethret: dearly beloved aid Totied ” If 

my joy aid. Ctown, ſo Hd fa aft in inin the Lord my | 

Hearty beloved: 


7 Eloved, 1do well remeinber that up- . 
dj, on the 24 of this moneth,, ,1651. 

It 1. was then under the. ſentence of ba- 
| 6 niſbment that very - day I preach- 
ES=——= cd my farewel Sermon to toy. 
poople, | becauſe | would.npt. {wear againlt the King, 

aving taken the Covenamtg maintain his juft pow- 
| B E15 
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aretwo things confiderable. 


cr; then I could not forſwcar my ſc}tc. The God 
of Heaven keep me that I may never doit; lam apt 
tothink 1, could do any thing for this loving Can- 
grcgation : +þat-fince beloved, the ſentence is now 
gone ont againſt us,”and: we that cannot ſubſcribe, 
mult not ſubſiit : this is my laſt day T muſt preach to 
you. I ſhall now ſpeak to you ({ God afhilting me) 
if my paſſion will give me leave, jult.as I would 
ſpeak as if;I werenow to dye. Therefore my Bre- 
threndearly beloved and longed'for, my Foy and 
Crown, ftand fatt in the Lord my dearly beloved. 


Pal was now a priſoner at Reme for.the Goſpel] 
of Chriſt. *T'was his fecond impriſonment; he was 
not far from being offered up for that Goſpel he had 
preached; this Goſpel the Philippians had heard him 
preach, and they ſent ſo far to viſit Pax, and to fup- 
ply his wants : A gracious temper that God hath gi- 
ven the Saints in Loydoz, and I believe God hath a 
blefling in ſtore for them. 


Paul thinks he is not ſo much concerned in his 
own bands, as in the eſtate of the' Saints. Pafradi- 
cas tells him that there were Hericanes abroad, falſe 
Dodrines, but yet the Phzlippians ſtood faſt; here- 
upon Paul writes to them to goe on, and as they 
ſtand faſt, to ſtand ſtill and keep their ground, and 
be ſurenot to give an inch, knowing that at the long 
run their Jabor ſhould not be vainin the Lord. 


And ſo 1 comeyo enter my Text, wherein there | 


Firtt 


rc 


ft 
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Firſt, a moſt melty'3 compellation. 


Secondly, a ſerious exhortation. 'The compellati- 
on, brethren dearly beloved, and longed for. 


The exhortation,wherein there is matter of duty, 
ſtand faſt. ſtand it ont, ſtand fo as you have ſtood, 
{o ſtand faſt in the Lord; In the Lords ſtrength : for 
to ſtand in your own ſtrength would be the way to 
fall, and to lay your ſelves open to temptation. If 
thcre be any wicked catchers here, let them know I 
ſpeak nothing but what is the mind of the Text, and 
would not give occaſion to be a greater ſufferer then I 

am like to be. 


Obſerve ſrom the words. 


Firſt, for the melting compellation, my brethren, 
my dearly beloved, Pax! was ſuch an Officer in the 
Church of God, as God did not abhorr but approve, 
and Paxl wrot to ſome of the pooreſt of the Philipp- 
an, and yet he calls them brethren :; from whence 
take this obſervation. - 


That the higheſt officers in the Church of Cirifh 
thongh they be by office rulers over, yet by relation they 
are n0 more but brethren to the meanest Saints. 


Here we bave no ſuch thing as Rabbies, to whom 
we muſt ſwear; becauſe they fay it, we muſt ſwear 
It. Paxl calls them brethren,and ſo he writes to them 
Col. 1. and ſo James the higheſt Apoſtle that Chriſt 
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ever made, James 2. 5. My dearly beloved Brethren; 
And ſo Teter, Wherefore the rather brethren:and 70h 
thebeloved Diſciple, Beloved brethren I write no- 
new Commandcment, 1 Joh: 2. 7. Well if this be fo 
beloved, that the higlictt officers in the Church of 
Chriſt, that Chrift doth approve cf, they are but bre- 
thren to the meancſt Saints, then they are brethren to 
their fellow oftice1s; if they had no more relation to: 
the toc the body, then no more to the cyes. 


I would defire them that would hold authority. 
and bear rule, torcad theſe two Scripturcs. 


The firſt is, Luck 22. 25. 
The ſecond is, Aatth. 20. 26, 27. 


| That of Mat. is, Whoſoever will be chief among 
Fox, one that would domineer, not onely over your 
eſtates, but over your conſciences to, let him be 
your ſervant; for the ſon of man.came not tp be mi- 
niſtred unto, but to Miniſter , and give his /fe a ran- 
ſom for many. 


Luke 2, _ And he ſaid unto them, The Kings of the Earth cx- 
erciſe Lordſhip over them, that is, over their ſlaves 3 


but it ſhall not be ſo with you. 


No, he that is greateft among; you, let higq be as- 
the younger; ſure if Paul be but a bxother to philip, 


then he is ao more to Tirothy. = | oy 


ty 
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mes 


If the higheſt Officersin the Church of Chriſt, be 


but Brethren, then it is not for Brethren for to Lord it 


over their fellow-Brethren, to Lord it over Gods 
heritage. I have indeavourcd to help your joy, but 
not to prefie your faith, to cauſe you to beleive this 
gr that bccaule I beleive 1t. If (0, you might turn 
Papilt to morrow.. Sayes Chritt to him that would 
have had him ſpeak to hs Prother to divide the In- 
heritance with him 5 Man, who made me a Judge 
over you ? So fay I, Man, who made thee a Lord over 
rhy tcllow Brethren? 2, Peter 5. 3. 


Thirdly, If the chictc{t Offieers in the Church of #: 


Chriſt be bur Brethren, then there ſhould not be any 
diſcord between fellow-brethren 5 And truly it 1s 
one of the greateſt comforts[ have in the world , Ae 
have lived in love, blefled be God. Let us not tl 
out, ſayes Abrahazz the Elder to Lot his younger cou- 
ſin. Beloved, the diſcord between the Paſtor and 
people 1snot the example of Chriſt. 


Fourthly are thoſe chief Officers that Chriſt docs 
own,but Brethren? thenlet thoſe appear before their 
Father in Heaven, it they durſt, that have not a carc 
of the Souls of their Brethrenz. we that arecalled by 
ſome the doggs of the Flock , wiat ſhall we prove 
dumb dogs ! | 


What a comfort is it to a hundred of my dying 
Brethren this day, that they can ſay, Lord, weare 
elear from the blood of our Brethren | God fayes He: 
will .xequire the blood of a Brother of tvs Exocher. 


Take 


vz0- 
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9-4 Take ye heed every one of his Neighbour, and eruſt 
yenot in any Brother; for every Brother will utterly 
ſupplant,and every Neighbour will walk in Slanders. 


If men will be great Officers and tak at a rate 
Fg thcy underſtand not, commend that Scripture, which 
I could with were writ upon the lintels of the Polts 

of the doors; the place is3 | 


Wherefore if meat make my Brother to offend, I 
will eat no meat as long as I Iivesrather then in dan- 
_— ger his ſou), I will part with all theſe gew gaws , and 

OYes. 


x Cor. 8. 13, 


Secondly, you have theſe terms of dearcſt affe&ti- 
Ons, | 
My Brethren, my Joy, my Crown, dearly belo- 
ved ; hence take this ſecond obſervations 


Do, 2. That it becomes the hizheſt Miniſters, much more 
the, loweſt to bear the moſt wvehement, ardent , 
ſtrong, melting affections towards their Flock and 
people. | 
Thus you have Pal to the Philippians in the Texts 

Beloved, you ſhall find Par! in all his Epittles. thus 
melt in love to them, 2 Cor. 2, 3. His Corinthians: 
were in his heart to live and dye with, not onely to 

{ live with them , but if God called him ro 1t, to dye 

/ for them. So abundantly did he love them. 2 Cor. 
$ 2.15. he would gladly ſpend andbe ſpent for them; 
he did long for them; notonely fo r them that were 


rich; but forall. As 


re 
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 Asfor his Theſſalonians, he tendred them as Chil- 1 Theſ. ;. 7. 


dren, that he could be villing to part not only with 
tne Goſpel}, but his foul alſo for them. 


Fir{t then, give me leave to befpeak you in the 
words of ob, { for the hungreds of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, that this day are to be ravithed from 
the delight of their eyes )Oh have pity upon mc, for 
the han«t of the Lord 1s upon me 3 What will nothing 
ſerve but oureyes to be pluckt out £ how fad is it 
for the the Father to be pluckt from the Child , the 
Shepherd from the Flock, the Child from the Nur- 
ſes Breaſt! This is a lamentation,and ought to bez and 
among the rett of thy faithful fervants O Lord, I 
would fay this of mv ſelfe : I cannot ſay as ſhe of 
her Husband, A bloody Husband halt thou been un- 
to me3 but I know a loving Congregation have: you 
been to me; I know none of you have defired my 
deſtruction, and whichis more. there 1s not a man of 
you, that hath endeavoured to attaint my name, not 
three of you did ever mention any thing that might 
traduce my conſcience; and there is not four of you 
that ever did deny to pay me my duties. Oh who 
could but love ſuch a people, and who would deny 
and refuſe to dye for ſuch a people? well then, the 
Paſtor muſt love his people. 

F 

Secondly, muft the Paſtors love their people ? 
then the people muſt love their Paſtors alfo. It is 
truc, itlies in the power of man to ſeparate the pa- 
{tors and the people 3 but it lies not jn their power 
to ſeparate their hearts : If we do not ſec one another, 
| yct 
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yet we may love one another, and pray for one ano- 
ther. But oh-for my poor Brethren, hundreds of you 


that think you are undone! but you are not undone, 


though you cannot fee as faras other men <can ſees 
Tknow 1 poſlible, you would hve 1n love, and keep 
your con{ciences quiet. 

Thirdly, muſt Paſtors love their people ? then 
here you may {ce the cauſe why they ſhould not fo 
much regard their livings. This is the great queſtion, 
What is it worth, how mucha year ? Do they pay 
well? will it ſerve forſuch and ſuch a thing ? 2. Cor, 
12. 14. Not yours, but you 5 there it ſhould 240.5 
We ſhould not ſay as they, It 1s an excellent good 
living; As one faid that] have heard of, Let me have 
their Tythes , and letthcir ſouls go to the devil. Not 
yours, but youz bletled be God, there be many can 
truly ſay it has been their peoples fouls they have 
more loved then their peoples pay. X 


Once more; we muſt love them and tenderly toos 
What and yet leave us? It has been objctted to 
me. 


Yes, we muſt venture any thing. for them, bu# 


. damnation. I do not come here to thro fire-brands: 


I blefle God I have a Chriſtian regard for all of my 


fellow Brethren, the Miniſtry. And though I am un- 


ſatisfyed my elf, yet I condemne no man. I beleive 
they do in their conſciences ſubſcribe{many of them) 
as I proteſt in the fear of God I cannot ſubſcribe; for 
To him that deubts, ſfayes the Apoſtle,to him 3t 1s finz 
Becauſe 1 have not that light that others have. hs 
Now 
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- Now my Brethren, [ hope you would not have us to 


10- fin 3 for I proteſt in the tear of God, it is not the 
ou hving I regard, butto ſerve my Maſter. If I ſhould 
ne, to keep my place, forfeit my communion with God, 
C5 _ Woeuntome. 
cp 

- As David ſaid;And oh that I could ſpeak it with as Ho 
1eN poo a heart as David did: Zadok,carry back the Ark, © 
10 of God again; if God delight in me, he will bring me 
on; back again that I might ſee it and his Temple; if not, \ 
pay here | am, let him do what. ſeemeth good in his \ 
Or EYES. | 
YO, : 
od Brethren, I could do any thieg for you, but I wifl "x 
ave not ſin. know they will tell you that it is peeviſhaels. 
Not inus, and that we have Preach't againſt it, and are * 
can tender of our reputations. Beloved, I do preferre \ 
ave my Wife and Children beforea blaſt . of Air of © 


peoples talk: 1 am very ſenſible what it is to beredu- \ 
ced toa Morſell of bread, let the God of Heaven and Ds 
006 Earth do what he'will with me, I would do any 
to thing, but ſin againſt my God I dare not. 


Thirdly my joy, my Crownzthat is, his preſent joy 


but and future Crown : Or my joy, which 7 value more 
nds: then a Crown. | ; 
my | | | | 
un- . Hence inthe Third. place take this, That the fixed, 
ve flonriſhing growth of the Saints inthe love of the Goſ- 
em) pel and ' Goſpel-obedience , is or ought to be the Pa: 
for ſtors joy and Crown. Fc 
ſins Though there was a Plague among them, yet they 
4 | | WETe 
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Johan 12.19, 


were not infected, though Paxl was inthe Goal, yer 


© this was his Crewn, that they ſtood, I hope all are 
* not peviſh, I hope ſo, it will be our joy and crown to- 
hear of your growth in Goſpell knowledge, and Got- 


pell profcflion. And if this be fo as Fohz laid I have 
no greater joy 1n the world then to here that thy 
Children walk in the truth, fo it ſhould be the pray- 
ers and mdeavours of all thoſe that with their fouls 
do really love their people when they therpſelyes. 
cannot look after their Children, that good Nurſes 
might be looked out for them. What a joy was it 
that Moſes Mother was made his Nurſe, and who can 
tell, it may be our gavernors, may act as God does, 
give us to be Nuzfes to our own Children. = 


_ Tt; may.. bethought not out of any merit of ours , 
yet of their own Clemency. But if I cannot Nurſe 


_,Wy child myſelf I will with it as well asI can. 


/ 


// Lord whoſoever ſhall ſuceced lethim have a double 


ray, atreþle portion of thy Spirit. That the Souls of 
the Sheep may thrive, thathe may have {kill to ufe 
both heart and hand. — 


: Secondly, if the on thriving be the joy of a 
Godly Paſtor , what do you think of thoſe that hin- 
der their thriving ? 1 will give you two Scriptures. 


The Pharifes faid amongſt themſelves (they dur 
vot ſpeak Publickly but who was - againſt ? Why 'x 
was againlt Chrift. Perceive you how you prevail no- 
thing? behold the whole world is gone after him,but 


NE we 
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we will be ſure to leflen his congregation or ſhut the 
doors againſt them 5 why now theſe pretended to be 
the guides, wo unto you &cribes,Phariſes, Hipocrites, 
for ye ſhut up Heaven againſt men, what the Phariſes 


who pretended they had the Keyes of Heaven, theſe war.s:.r3. 


ſhut up Heaven,It may be their was not rome enough 
in Heaven for them and the people. Nay fayes our 
Saviour,you neither go in your ſelves nor ſuffer them 
that are entring to goin. They ſhut up the King- 
dome of Heaven againſt men, I dare not tell you at 
this time what that is, you may better Immagine 
then I can tell you, but remember ſpeak of the 
Phariſes all this while. 


I remember when I was a Child beloved, we | 
had a Miniſter that one Lords day would preach up 
Holineſs, and if any of the Pariſh did praQtſe it, | 
the next Lords day he would preach againlt them for 
practiſing of it, 


And now my Brethren I am come to the laſt. My 
Toy, my deatly Beloved : well I have but one word 
to leave with, you the words of a dying man 3 
you have known the Lord, and you have praQiſed 
accotding to your knowledge, I ſee a Hyracai# a 
comming, wp your —_ , If ever you hope to 
live with the Lord hereafter, keep your ground, 
/ ſtand faſt, and live in the Lotd here. 


Here ends the morning Sermon: 
C 2 Mr, Lyes 
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: Ph3l. 4. 2. 


Hree Dofttines from theſe wendy we have 
- already handled. 


1. That the higheft officers of the Church Chri 
are but brethren to the  meaneſt 84708, f uo 


2. That it t becomes. the true Min; afcbon of the Goſpel to 
Fear @ vehentent and tender ontothe flock, that 
| God has committed zo their oh arge. 


| 3. That the flouriſtin efice of Gods people in the 
growth of PT "2, profe cjfron of the _— 
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is the Joy and Crown of their Paſtor. 
| Theſe we have ſpoke unto. 


| That Tus the great duty of all trae believers, 
in the blackeſt and moſt ſhaking ſeaſons, to ſtard 
faſt in the Lord. 


| | bene the Corniſel that Pun! had to leave be- 
bin 


him, fayshe, you are now my Toy and my Crown, 
do but ſtand faſt, and my Ioy that a little before 
was but atGamat, will get a note above Ela; we 
live if you ſtand, though we dye while you ſtand. 


Whether theſe be black and ſhaking ſeaſons or 
no, I amnot now to deternune, but I am now to 
ſhow you your duty,ard for Gods ſake,let the words 
of a civil dying man take place; It is a Maxim, 
that the wordsof a dying man that revives again, 
he will zemember when he comes to himſelfe; It is 


-moſt probable beloved, that neither you nor 1, may 


ſee the faces of one another again till the day of 
Judgement. Markyour. duty, -it is .indiſpenſeable 
for all ſincere believers 1a the blackeſt ſeaſons to 
ſtand faſtin the Lord. Rs 


I confeſle 1have alove. for the whole auditory, 
I havea meſs for them, butmny Benjamirs mels, 18 
to thoſe I could once call my own people of all 
the world I love this City, aud God loves it, of 
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This propoſition 1 ſhall prove, and then improve. 
If 1 do not grofly miſtake, this is an hour of temp- 


tation threatned by God to this place; and*tis.a com- Ps 


fore that a Chriſtian way ſtand with .God, when he 
fuls with man. Col. 4. 12. Epaphras: the ſervant of Pi 
Chriſt ſaluteth you, and always ſtrivcth for you in 
prayer, that ye may ſtand faſt in all the will of God, 
Phil. 1. 20. let your converſation be as becommeth 
the Goſpel, that when I come to fee you ( alas poor 
Paxl thou wert beheaded before thou cameſt, thi- 
ther.) But ſays he. whether I come or no you may ſtrive 
together ( not to pluck out one anothers throats, na 
more of that.) but for the faith of the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 
15- 5. Wherefore my beloved, be ſtedfaſt and im- 
moveable all wayes abounding in the work of the 
Loxd knowing that your labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. 


But wherein ſhall we ſtand ſteadfaſt > Left. 


It ismy comfort I have nonew Dodrine to Preach 4®- 


nnto you I do not begin to broach a new Opinion. 
But God will furely bring his people to his own 
tearines or elſe farewell to bags If God ſhould 
continue me here(a mercy I can hardly hope for) 1 
ſhould Preach this Doctrine. | 


Stand faſt. 
Firſt Stand ftedfaſt m-Judgement.. = 
Secondly Stand ſtedfaſtin Reſolution, 


2, 


_ Third- 


» 
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of Judgement. . 


. Thirdly Stand ſtedfaft in Faith. Tp 

Fourthly Stand (tedfaſt in your Conſcience. 
- Firſt, ſtand faſt in your judgement; ſtrong dod&- 
rines are like waves if they do not fplit, they will 
ſhake; therefore be ſure that you caſt Anchor well; 
Stand faſt in the truth (I had almoſt ſaid all in a 
word) the Proteſtant truth, ſtand faſtz ſtrange Do&- 
rines are beating upon you, and beat they may, but 
ſhall never hurt you, if you ſtand faſt; be no more 
Children toſt to and- fro, carried about with every 
wind of Dodtrine by their {lights and cunning craft, 
that can cog a dyez you muſt not waver, you muſt 
{tand ſteady in judgement. I would. have you ſtars, 


not meteorszI hope better things of you. 


- F irſt, get good Principles; then be ſure to ſtand to 
them: Though I cannot ſay but ſome tares are ſown 
in this Pariſh; yet for the generaiiry, I leave here an 


Orthodox place. 


Secondly 'you muſt ſtand faſt in Reſolution: r. 
Cor.15.58.Be ſtedfaſt and immoveable; ſuch as ſtand 
upon ſome foundations that do not ſtagger; if they 
find you ſtagger, they will think you are falling; 
though all the world turn about the Poles, the Poles 
do not, for they art fixed; many. turnes we have hadz 
and beloved, at this day the largeſt turn that ever 
we have known. If everT have preach falſe doctrine 
among you, witneſs againſt me at the day of Judge- 
menthbut if I have preacht the” truth, then ſtand to 
it. If you cannot witneſs againſt it, but leave it, and 
not ſtand faſt, it will witneſs againſt you at the day 


Says 


COLETTI by 
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Sayes Hefter, T know it is death to go in unto the 
King, but 1 have ſonght God, and now Come life, 
com death, I will go, 4t is for the truth, #f 1 perifh, 
Tperiſh, you muſt reſolyc againſt wavering. 


Thirdly, there is a ſtedfaſtneſs of faith too, when 
we ſo beliey that we do not waver. Give me leave 
to propoſe to you, iny dear friends, though now no 
more my Congregation, Give me leave to ask you, 
as ourGaviour did the Phariſces, the Baptiſm of Tohn, 
was it from Heaven, or of men 2 ſo the doctrine that 
you have heard, was it from Heaven, or of men? 
if it were of men caſt it off, if from Heaven why 
ſhould you not belceve it; it is my comfort, thar 
I never did deliver any thing to you that was not 


' agreeable to Scripture. It is my comfort upon this 


day, that looks as like my dying day, as can be in 
the world. He that wavers is like a wave of the Sea. 
Bleffed be God I am notnow to begin to fix up- 
on my Religion, I know no way but this, If 
God be God {oh my dear friends) follow him, 
if-Baal be God follow him, do nor ſtand diſputing 
and doubting, ſhall I, ſhall I, God has but one way, 
there is bat onetruthg If Baal be God follow Badd 
it is aninfinite mercy that any of us can leave any 
thing for Chriſt, that we do not all ſplit upon a rock, 
a godly man do ſomtimes ſtumble in his way, bur 
docs never halt between two opini.ns, 

Fourthly, there muſt be a ſtedfaſtneſs in conſci- 
ence, I belzeve I ſhill never ſpeak ro you more,eſpe- 


cially you poor tender-hearted ones, I would not 
D be 
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be as thoſe Watchmen that. took away the Vail, [ 
would ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to youz You muſt 
be ſtedfaſt in your conſcience, you havea God pre- 
ſerving you; a Chriſt redeeming you + a Heaven 
preparing for you ; you cannever be half ſo willing 
to.be ſaved, as God is to {ave you : You muft. be 
ſtedfaſt againſt all emprations to tin, and ſtedftaſt in 
faith and jud2ment.. 


Laſtly, you muſt be ſtedfalt in converſation, It's 


/ not-running well, but running out; not to give a 


/ 


/ 
/ 


© 4 


great deal of milk, and chrow ic down with your foor, 
then you will have a good dug, buta bad foor, Never 
give thoſe bratts of Zabylon occafi on to ſay, that you 
may be.a childe of God inthe morning, and a childe 
of. the divel at nighr, .that we dacontradiR thar. in 
ourconverſarion, . that we ſcemto- make out in our 


/ Profeſfion. 


Reaſon 1, 


Bur I comto the Reaſons, we mult be ſtedfaſt, and 
why. 


Would you have me give you all the Reaſons, bid 
me number the ſtars, and count the ſands, there js 
nothing in God, in Chriſt, in the world, inthe divel 


bimſelt, but. would give multitude of arguments, . 


Firſt, I would.argue from. Chriſt , beleevers you 


love Chriſt, and now the honour of Chrift lies .at 
the ſtake, the Jeſuits thoſe meck Papiſts,will tell you, 


that it.is a diſhonorto Chriſt if you be not Redfaſt, 


thoſe... 
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thoſe meck Papiſts chat love nothing morethen the 
Virgin Maryes milk, and the blood of the Saints. 
Why did Jcius Chriſt die, and undergo all the wrath 


' that men and «evils could inflict upon him, but ro 


giveyou the Conqueſt, and make you ſtand faft 
ſayes Foſhn4 to his Captains, Come and ſet your fees 
 uponthe n::5ks of th:ſe Kings, Joſh.3 24. and what a 
diſho530+ 's this to a dying Saviour, to ſee his ſer- 
vants 5ic. Ir was never known that men ſhould flie 
befor. # conquered enemic, whoſe armes are taken 
away, iwioſe limbsarc cut off, 


Secondly, itis a diſhonor to the Spirit of -Chriſt, 
for the Spirit i5given to dwell in our hearts, anddi- 
ret us to Heaven. EEE 


Thirdly, it is a diſhonor to Chriſts trurh. Oh let 
buta Saiat fail, and what a diſhonor does ic; bring to 
the truth. There was one poor Miniſter that I have 
-heard of thi: flipt, ind he was carried” about in tri- 
umph," Here is the manthat was (+ Jealous; I cannot ex- 
cufeany man for bcing drunk, yet methinks it is the 

[part of: a: Cham 3 to diſcover; his: fathers nakedneſſe, 
as one obſerves, Reiigion never ſuffers more than 


under the hands of pretended Profeflors. 


Fourthly and [aſtly,ic is 2 great diſhonor to Chriſts 


-alſufficiencie, L argue the paint; Is thy, Chriit able 
.taproteRtthce againſt allevil, agd ive thee aik good, 


if nor, thea dcny him, If he be, taza ſtand cloſets 
D-2 Se- 
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1 Fohn, 5.18, 


Secondly, | would arzue from the infinite advan- 


tage thi will com cothem, ina loag run, upon four 
Grounds. 


Firſt, to keep to the truth is a condition of ſafety. 
{ Secondly, it is a full condition, py 
Thirdly, itis ſtrong condition, 
Fourrhly, ir is the freeſt condition, 
hs profeſs in the fear of God I have felt thiſe things to 
I74e. 


Firſt, it is the {afeſt condition, never do the Saints 
take hurt, but when they are from their center, 
while they are there, the devil cannot lay one of his 
clawes nponthem. Let buta man leave but hisScriptu« 
ral ſtation, and whaetempration is he able to ſtand 
againſt. Let a man fall from the top of a houſe, and 
he cannot (top himſelf, The evil one touches them not. 


Secondly, it is the fulleſt condition, ir is beſt living 
npon a fingle God ; there have many profeſt to me 
their priſon has been like a Paradiſe tothem, they.ne- 


ver enjoyed ſo much of God, as whenthey had leaſt 


of the creature, 


Thirdly, it is the ſtrongeſt condition, it is as a man 
that ſtzndyupon arock, they rhar arc in the ſea may 
daſh themſelves with water, butnor him. Heis like 
Sampfon with his locks, Let all che Philiſtines come, 
what does he Care. . | | 


Laſtly, 


— 
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Laftly, itis the freeft condition, he that deſerts his 
principles, hethinks that every man is an Informer 
againſt him, he is afraid of one Promooter or ano- 
thers but where the Spirit of God is there is free- 
neſs. Thus beloyed, I had thought to ſpeak to ſeve- 
ral Heads; bur IThavealictle work to do after this: 
a i Sermon I muſt preach fora Miniſterde- 
ceaſed, gl 


Ie may be your intereſt will hardly. fwallow theſe 
things, you will ſay, If we ſtand, we'ſhall fall, nay, 
if you do ot ſtand, you will fall, ©. | 


Ir is the great duty of Chriſtians to Rand faſt: 


Then firſt, by way of lamentation firſt over oi 
own ſouls. | 


Secondly, over other Congregations, Lord, maſt 
weſay Hundreds,  ' Ker 


Firſt, over our own hearts we muſt: ſtand, Oh 


how ſhould we lament over the" -inſtabilitie of 'our - 


own hearts, our declining from the true foundation 
everyday, This is that that God complains of: and. 
therefore we have much of reaſon to do its Tod 
wc have been apt tocry Hoſanna to the Son of God 
tomorrow Crucifie him 5 6G:ve us Barabbis, ''To 
the Lord he is God, tomotrow Bad he is'God: any 
thing for our own intereſt, HEE 


Oh Lord whac wilt thou do with ſuch a people,be- 
D 3 lieve 


Uſe ne 
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 lieve it, thele ſeyenyears I have cxpedted the day that 


now we [ce. 


-. 1. Ididthink there was no other way but what 
we lce- = EE7 He 


2. With reſpec, ſecondly to our congregation, 


. Beloved, this I confeſle, I cannot ſpeak, my heart is 


to0 big for my head. Is it the duty of people to ſtand, 
how ſhould we mourn over thoſe poor ſouls, that run 
away from, God 2 Do you look upon it as a ſtrange 
thing, for a ſhip to be toſt to and fro? alas ! the Pilot 
is taken from them : and for a flock of ſheep to be ſcat- 
tered $ why their Shepheard is taken from them : and 
that children ſhould fall, and bear out their brains , 

their mother's taken from then. | 


- Though a company of debauched wretches ſpeak 
againſius; without doubg,” I am confident- this City 
js the beit place that God has inall theworld, they 
hate the God that we worſhip, there is an ulcer in 
heart and-head, you are afraid of ir, but what will you 
dawhcniyou feelir,,), ++ $7 


R13218 to # 


AV(e of Ex-i.r:I remember old Fareb when he; came to. dic, hee 


hartations 


would bleſſe his children, and fays Eſas to his Farher 
Iegt , blefſe me , .cycn me allo, oh my father. 
Bel ved ,. I have, but. a few,(bleſſings, -a few cxhor- 
$ati09s. $4, leave. with. you. It is very: probable 
we ſhall never meet, till we mcetat the day of Judg- 
ment, I blefle God, I never had a hand in any change 


OO NNN 
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7 chat of Government in all my life, therefore hear me 
now, though you ſhould never hear me more :; the 
=xhortationis to ſtind faſt inthe Lord, I do nor 

what know the leaſt perſon of youthat is inclined to Pos» 
pery ; yonarea people that have waited onthe Or- 
dinances of God, and have not perſecuted your Minl- 


- ter: andIamſuea Miniſter may live as cdmfort- 

rt is ably here as in any place in E-gland, be ſurc alwayes 

and, abound in the work of the Lord, and though you da not 

trun know now, you ſhall know hereafter, your ;aboxr (hall 

ange  notbe.in vain in the Lord, n 

Pilot | Ss | 

ſcat- And here I could give you ſom Arguments as this.” 

and If any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in © 

ins, him, I could ſhew you ſom Examples of Heathehs, - __— 


as Alexander, when he was at 1»d;a, he would ſee 
the greatcſt rarity in that countrey, there ſtept our 


peak ſom old mento him, and told him, 'Sir, when you - 

City come to Greece, tell them, that here are ſora old men, \ | 
they - thatcannotbe made by all your powers to change | 

- boa their mindes : but what do we tell of old men, our © 

you very women their faich has conquered their-tormen- 


tors : I could tell you of fix; of ſeven troubles, that 
God has delivered us from, and he will not forſake us, 


hee he may forſake you for comfort, but-never forſup-: © 
ther port, . 

her. 0 

Jor- . Inthe next place, you are engaged to God, there: 
zble _- are Baptiſmal Vows upon you, you have ſwornto 
dg- God, and have undertaken to be true to God toyour 
nge lives cnd :. Remember Zedekiab's' Cauſe, Exrk, 18, - 


of you *- | 


24 Mr. Lye's Farewel Sormon. | 


you may play faſt and looſe with men, but do nor do 
ſo with God, he will not take it at your hands : And 
beloved, if you do not fland you loſe all you have 
laid ont all your prayers, and all your ſufferings+ 
Remember b-loved, you have but one God, and 
cis NO mnatter if there be ten thouſand devils againſt 
you, they arc all in one Chats, 


2Chron. 16.9. 
Rueft. Bat what ſhall we do that we may and * 


Anſw. I will tell you what I intend codo, and what I 
would adviſe you in this difficult houre. 


Firſt, if ever you would ſtand, be not proud Chri- 
ſtians; if errour ard prophancneſs be in the hearr, 
thou canſt not ſtand; It you would be ſtedfaſt, be 
low in your own cycs; do notjudge ſucha one can- 
not be honeſt, he is an Independent, and the other, 
forhe is an Anabaprtiſt; and the other is not honeſt, 
for he cannot conform : I bleſs God I do not lay the 
TR freſſe of my ſalvation upon theſe; it his bin my un- 
Ji! bappineſs always to be of the ſinking fide, do nor 
Ti ſpend/your time in ceaſuring this man, and juſtifying 

Tilt that man, 7 doprofeſs if I could conform withour 

* | Wii  _ fiaI would, but if 7 do itagainſt my conſcience, 7 
* bt © "{ ſhould finand break my peace: that man or woman 

{ Hl ; thatis moſt buſic in cenſuring others, are ever leaſt 

| employed in judging them(elvs: Remember Mr. Fob 
Wi Bradford | tie would not cenſure Bonner nor Gardiner, 
Wil thoſe Sotts, bur, ſays he, they call'd 70bn Bradford the 
ll hypocritical /ob» Bradford : look into the'mann , Ex- 
\ amine your own hearts, SCe 


2 Tim, 3.2. 
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Secondly, take heed you be not looſe. Chriſtians, 
will you remember one thing for me, a looſe Prote- 
ſtant is one of the pcrions in the world to make a 
ſtri& Papiſt, ſuch a one heturnes Proteſtant becauſe 
his Prince is a Proteſtant, tell me of his Religion, he 
knows not what it is; obſerve thoſe that are the looſeſt 
among you, and ice if they have any Religion at all, 
they will be Turks to get gain. 

Thirdly, take heed you be not worldly Chriſtians, 
he that has a worldly heart, profer him but thirtie pie- 
ccs of filyer, and he will ſell his Saviour. The world 
is a great temptation, and if we arcovercom by the 
world, and the world is not overcom by us,. we ſhall 
not conquer onetemptation in the world (ſaycs our 
Saviour) You ſhall bave tribulation, bt be of good cheer, 

for 1 have overcom theworld, but oh Lorddo butarm 
us, and letthe ſmiles and frowns and love of the 
world do what they can. 

Fourthly, take heed you be not hypocritical Chri- 
ſtians, thatisthus, take heed you do not receive the 
truth, and not receive it inthe love of it, 2 Theſſ. 2, 


20. they did receive it, but they did not receive ir in 
thelove of it, therefore God gave them up to beleeye 


lies, to be damned. Ie is juſt with God that they 
ſhould fall into real error, whoſe hearts never did 


love real truth. 


Fifthly, take heed of being yenturers, and God- 


tempting Chriſtians; When do we tempt God ? 

when [ dorun intoa Peſt-houſe, and ſay, God will 

preſerve-me from the. plagues 7could tell you of rwo 

ſpiritual Peſt-houſes, for principles one, for practiſes 
E 


another, 
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another, 7 donot {ay Play houſes on one hand, and 
Maſlc -hovſes onthe other hand, [alranthat wicked 
A poſtare fell into his Apoſtacie, by. hearing one 
preach, al! the world cannot an{wer this. 1#ds was 
a true Apoſtle, though-a bad man ; but this /ſay,. do 
not vearure, .and run your ſelves upon remprations. 


You have hcard of a will-worſhip, and you have a 


21 Time25. 


Ob}j. 
Mnſw. .. 


Wath,1 5.2. 


double minde to ſee it, and ſuppoſe when you be 
there, the devil ſhould com and lay his pawes upon 
you, what do you here, ſays he, upon my ground 2 
If you would not be found inthe divels, do.not com - 
into his pound. 

if you would not have your pockets pickt, go not 
among the cheaters. 1f any man teach other dottrine, 
and conſent not to wholeſom words, from ſuch withdraw 
thy ſelf, that is a good ſeparation. Another is this, 
where God does not finde a mouth to ſpeak, do nor 
you findeancarc to hear, nor-an heart-to believe. 
This is one of the grand points of my Compaſs by 
which Iſteer my courſe. If any come with a dodrin, 
thatis not according to the Will of-God, Go and car-. 
ry your doarine where you will (fay) andopen your 
pack in another place; this will ſecurein ten thouſand 
of temptations, where 1 have not a promiſe, precept, 
C— or command,. 7am not to take notice 
OI Re. 

What gronnd have you for this? 

Jefuit, 7 will tellchee my ground, If I muſt beliey 
with an implicite faith, I ſhould turn Papiſt tomor- 
row, There came to Tefus the Scribes and Phariſees, the 
woſh eminent of them, ſaying, what dothy diſciples tranſs 

geſſe 
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greſſe the Traditions of the Elders; They would needs 
cli Chriſt, he was nota ſon of the Church of the 
I-wes; Why, ſfayes Chriſt, what bas my diſciples done? 
why they wafb not their hands whenthey eat bread; layes 
Chiiſt, why do you offer this tradition, you have not 
any Word of God for this, but, ſay they, is there any 
thing inthe Ward of God apainſt its nay, but ſayes 
Chriſt, if you will give out your impoſition, you 
ſhould make out your inſtitution z you pull down the 
fifth commandment, ccaching children to be diſobe- 
dicnt to' Parents, f he ſay it is a gift; you hypocrites, 
yon weretold of it long ago, Well did Eſaias tell you, you 
waſh yeur hana's, and you waſh your mouth, but yoar hearts 
are far off fromme; but, ſay they, we hope our wor- 
ſhip is good. Ne, ſays he, in vain they worſhip me,teach- 
ing for dottrin the commendments. But what if I did 
waſh my hands, what a picce of matter is ir, yes, and 
ftarve fathcrand mother to give to a Nuannetric and 
Frierie; it is nomatter for father and mother, and 
therefore ſaies God, i» vatiu de they worſhip me. 
Thou Chriſtian, thou that docſt exp: Chriſts 


Benedicion, ſee for his Inſtitution. Dent. 12. 32. 


what things ſoever 1 command thee, that ao thou, thou 
ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh from. You muſt 


not deal with the Ordinances of God as Procu#t did 4 


with men,Ifrchey were too long for his bed, he would 
cut then ſhorter, and if they were too ſhort he would 
ſtretch them out longer. Remember, never tolcnd 
an care, to that which God ſpeaks not. 
Thirdly, if eyer you would ſtand Redfaſt, beware of 
ſhaking DoQrins, 
E 2 | Firſt, 
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Firſt, b:ware of all D»@rines that eend to liceati- 
Ou:ncfle and prophanen:iſe; if any ſhould tell you, 
you may prophane the Sabbath day,remeinber that a 
Goſpel Doctrine teacheth us to deny all ungodlineſs, 
and worldly luſt, and to live ſaberly and gadlily in 
this preſent world, 

Secondly, if any DoAtrine lifts up-mans free will , 
2nd debates free grace, it isa wicked dorines The 
Papiſts will tell you, weare alive, but Paul ſay's, we 
are dead ? nay, they ſay we can cloſe with Chriſt if 
we will. But x Cor. 2. 4. the Apoſtle ſayes, The na- 
eural man underſtands not theſe things becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diicernedy they wall tell you, that a na« 
tural man may love God with all his heart, but the 
Apoftletclls us, Rom. 8. 7. that the wiſdom of the 
ficlh is enmity againſt God. But it they do tell us 
there is righteouſneſs within us , as thoſe poor Souls 
that we call Quakers hold , remember no, I muſt be 
ſayed by Chriſt alone, beas holy as if there were no 
Chriſt to ſave, but then onely belkeeye in him, as if 
there were no righteonſneſle inthee at all; come and 
tell me of the mecit of Saints nor to be found in him, 
not having my own righteouſnefſe, that is my Scri- 


.pture. 


It may be their Scriprure is fomthing out of the A- 
pocripha, for it is ſaid in Scripture, that he-was made 
fin for us, that we raight be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him.- Again, whenall my ftringsare broke I 
have one lefr, I can pray yet; as long as thou caaſt 
pray, thou wilt never dye; you had rather ſtand a« 
2ainft the Cannons of the Church, then the Dafery 
0 
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of the Saints, there is a great houre of temptation 
coming upon you, I beleeve it wilt be a great hour of 
remptation, that you that now do trade, it ſhall be 
ſaid unto you, you ſhall trade no more. 

Wives and Children were great temprations, the 
bloody Papiſts knew that , and therefore they cauſed 
them to be ſer before the Martyrs: there is no relief 
on Earth, and therefore pray to Heaven, that of all 
things God would make you fiacere hearted, in lipp 
and life ; to him that hath ſhall be given. _ 

 Laftly, would you be ſtedfaſt Chriſtizns , then 
. make it your great work to attend thoſe Ordinances 
that God has preſcribed to make you ſtedfaſt. 


V Vhar are thoſe, Dept. 


©* VVhy there are ſecret Ordinances, it may be thou 49/7. 
canſt not be ſo muchin a Pulpit, bur be more in thy 
Cloſets it may be thou mayſt not {ave that freedome 
with God in publique, bur worſhip him in private. 

Remember to inſftra& your Families; how many 
grave faccs do I fee here, that can remember thirtic 
years ago,you could not go through theScreets onthis 
day,but oneFamily would be finging praiſes toGod, a- 
nother praying toGod: Let the Amorites dowhat they PF 
will, but for you and your ſervants ſerye the Lord. if 
you cannot have the preaching of Sermons , then r'-2:] 
Sermons : let the debaucht Atheiſts of the woric 2 
what they will,thoughthey do nor love you,they w*!! 
fear you: though you cannot have the opportunirte tt: 3+ 
now you have, yet make uſe 4 ehem that you ſha! 
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My. Lye's Farewel Sermon. 


have: and you Maſters of this Pariſh, keep your Ser- 


vants in your Houſes thi; day for Gods !ake, they will 
thank you ſor it hereafter, eſpecially at the-day of 
judgment. 

What will you have us to do for publique duties, 


Anſw A Where Chriſt does finde a tongue to ſpeak, let us 


finde an car to hear. 

And firſt, hear thoſe that you think are godly, beg 
of God to give this City Paſtors after his own heart, 
not ſuch as may daube with untempered morter , nor 


thoſe that may prophelic .lies in the Name of the 
| Lord : not clouds without water, but able Miniſters, 
| Guides to the blinde, burning and ſhining Lights ,; 


and faithful Stewards, What ſhould you dos Why 
what did youtwentie years ago, I ſhall bein the ſame 
Capacitie as you after this day, not to be owned as a 
Miniſter more, and I think myſclf bound 1o hear the 
word-of God, but Twill not hear every one. 

One advice more, what ever abuſes you do finde in 
Paſtor or People, do not yougo as your old uſe has 
been, to rail at them, this is wicked, but do as God 
has commanded, If thy Brother offend thee, tell him 
of it privatly, if he will not. hear thee, take twomore, 
if he will nor hear them, tell it the Church,and leave 
him with them. I have now ſpoke ſomthing from 
this Scripture, and have no more to ſay to you, but. 
thatthe God of Heaven-would. give you-to minde . 
theſe plain things: I cannot remember one word: I 
have ſpokento you, that I would nat have ſaid,-if I 
had been dying and going to my God. X 


FINIS. 


